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“Prophecies are Being Fulfilled”  

  Matthew 2:1-9  

  December 13, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

At this time we are going to continue in a series of sermons drawn from the Gospel of Matthew 

focused on the story of Christmas, filling our hearts, Lord willing, with Christmas truth as we 

receive this in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

This morning we are going reflect on the story of the wise men who came from the east.  It is the 

story of the Magi who came to worship Jesus.  As we do, I pray that the excellencies of Christ 

will be made known to us, that we would be truly awake to the glories of who Jesus is, and that 

our hearts too will be filled with worship and the joy of the Lord. 

 

The story of the wise men are told in Matthew Chapter 2 and Verses 1 through 12.  Let’s begin 

by reading this portion of Scripture and taking it in together.   

 
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2
saying, “Where is he who has 

been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.”  
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 
4
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  
5
They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 
6
 ‘“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared.  
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 

may come and worship him.”  
9
After listening to the king, they went on their way.  

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came 

to rest over the place where the child was.  
10

When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy.  
11

And going into the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  
12

And being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by 

another way. 
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Here we have the story of the Magi as they arrived and worshiped Jesus. 

 

I wonder how many of you have a little nativity set in your home?  Raise your hands if you have 

one of those.  How many of you have two of those?   

 

There is an old nativity scene at my dad’s house.  It is one of my favorite Christmas decorations. 

That nativity scene has been in the Saltzmann household for forty-eight years, so it is a little bit 

older than I am.  Unfortunately, the wise men in that nativity scene have taken their fair share of 

abuse over the years.  All of the other figurines of that nativity scene made it through the 

childhood of Lance and I just fine.   However, as it turns out two out of the three wise men were 

decapitated at some point along the way.  But, praise the Lord, they underwent reparative surgery 

under the careful and skillful hand of my mom and her glue gun, so they are very much still in 

the picture and we are happy about that. 

 

This morning as we dig in to the Word, I do not intend to heap any abuse upon these wise men.  I 

don’t want to heap anymore abuse upon the Magi.  Instead, it is my desire that we would see 

them as Matthew intended for us to see them, as men who were exemplary in their worship of 

the Lord Jesus  Christ. 

 

Even as we prepare to enter into the story, I think that there are some myths about the wise men 

that need to be dispelled so that we can properly understand the picture here.   

 

So first, what we need to understand is that they were not there in Bethlehem the night of Jesus’s 

birth.  They arrived on the scene sometime later.  They saw the star when it rose on the night of 

Jesus’s birth.  Seeing that, it registered in their hearts and then they prepared for their journey 

that would have been hundreds of miles.  It is likely that the wise men finally made it to 

Bethlehem to worship Christ when He was at least a year old.  He was probably a little toddler 

by the time the wise men came. 

 

Second, the wise men were not kings as a familiar song dictates.  This is a song I very much 

love.  But instead they were men of a caste of very influential, scholarly, priestly figures in the 

pagan world.   

 

Another thing that we need to be clear about is that there were probably more than just three of 

them.  Because they came bringing the three gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, the picture is 

that maybe there were three men.  However, that is not specified.  It is likely that there were 

more.  There could have been a dozen or more of these Magi that came.  When they came they 

likely came with a whole entourage of servants and guardians who would come and be a part of 

the journey.   

 

Nowhere are these Magi named.  Somewhere along the line somebody said that they were named 

Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar, but that is folklore.  They remain unnamed in Scripture. 
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All that being the case, if you would like, you can keep your nativity scene in your living room 

as it is.  But if you wanted to have a more accurate rendition of what actually happened on 

Christmas night, you should probably get nine or ten more Magi and place them somewhere in 

the backyard where they discover a star in the sky, just beginning their journey to the Holy Land. 

 

As it is for me, I have the Magi right there on the piano with the rest and I am still going to 

joyfully sing, We Three King of Orient Are, because despite the fact that they were not three 

kings, the rest of that song is theologically rich and I enjoy that song very, very much. 

 

As we take all of this in, above all, carried by the Spirit, Matthew wanted for us to observe these 

men exemplary in their worship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  When they arrived on the scene, they 

stated that their purpose—where is the one born King of the Jews.  We have come to worship 

him. 

 

The word worship is used three times in this passage.  It really is the key to their response to 

Jesus.  We will observe the pinnacle moment of when they arrived in the house to see Jesus next 

week.  We are going to spend some time with the Magi in the weeks ahead.  But above all, I 

want for us to prepare ourselves to understand their overflowing joy with which the Magi came 

and approached the Christ-child.   

 

To understand why they were so exuberant in their gladness of heart, and why they were so 

lavish in their generosity, and to get a sense of why they were so bold in the face of Herod the 

Great, and, at the same time being so humble and reverent before the Child-King, we need to get 

some understanding of the background of the Magi, who they were and just what they 

understood coming onto the scene. 

 

With that, you will be interested in knowing that these Magi were men of renown in the ancient 

world.  They came from a Persian caste of priests, trained in ancient forms of medicine and 

dream interpretation and astronomy and astrology.  They were schooled in history and in the 

ancient prophecies and in world religion. 

 

These Magi, they actually showed up in the pages of Scripture hundreds of years before Christ.  

They appeared in the book of Daniel repeatedly, way back when the Jewish people were taken in 

to exile in the land of Babylon under Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

What we find in Daniel Chapter 2 is that one night King Nebuchadnezzar had a terrible and 

frightening dream.  There in his dream, was a massive, colossal, and gleaming statue that was in 

front of him.  It was a massive figure that had a head of gold, a chest of silver, a torso of bronze, 

and feet and legs of steel mixed with clay.  Iron and clay. 

 

It was a massive, massive figure imposing upon Nebuchadnezzar in his dream.  As that dream 

proceeded, there appeared a giant stone cut by no human hand.  This stone destroyed the massive 

statue.  It was pounded in to pieces, ground down in to dust as the stone grew larger and larger 

and larger, until it became like a spectacular mountain that covered the face of the earth. 
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This was quite a dream.  You might say that this dream scarred the sleep out of King 

Nebuchadnezzar.  He woke up frightened!  So he called in all of the magicians, the enchanters, 

and the wise men of his court to explain his dream to him. 

 

Understand when you read through the book of Daniel and see the word magician in that book, 

you are not dealing with someone like Harry Houdini or Professor Hinkle in Frosty the 

Snowman with his top hat and the trick cards. 

 

Rather, you are dealing with the Magi.  It is the same language.  The magicians in Daniel were 

ancestors of the wise men who are here in Matthew Chapter 2.  These men were recognized as 

having the ability to interpret dreams and to study the stars and through the stars and dreams, to 

predict the future,  

 

So these powerful kings wanted these men as magistrates to help them make decisions.  But in 

Daniel Chapter 2, what we find is that Nebuchadnezzar called in all of the magicians and they 

could not interpret the dream for him. 

 

But it was revealed to a young Jew.  The Holy Spirit gave Daniel the ability to reveal the dream 

and the meaning of the dream.  So, Daniel was taken before Nebuchadnezzar and he said, This 

dream and the image of this dream is the flow of history starting now into the centuries ahead.  

Each part of the statue represents a different world power that is to come upon the earth.  

 

Each part represents a period of human history. But God, the one God, the Living God, is going 

to put a decisive end to all of those human government, and He is going to establish a kingdom 

that is going to spread across the earth.  It is never going to end.  It is going to be an everlasting, 

unshakable, kingdom. 

 

Then it is revealed climatically in Daniel Chapter 7 that this Everlasting Kingdom of God will be 

ruled by a righteous, gracious, glorious, everlasting figure known as the Son of Man.  Through 

all the prophecies of Daniel, it is made known that the Son of Man, this King to come out of 

Israel, will be given all authority, all sovereign power, and that all the nations of the earth of 

every language will worship Him.  His dominion will be an everlasting dominion that will never 

fade away. 

 

This is the King that was to come and Daniel informed Nebuchadnezzar, And you, sir, by the 

way, are not that king!  This is a glorious picture.  Daniel had the unique ability given to him by 

God to be able to reveal and interpret dreams, and was among the Magi of Babylon.   

 

Daniel was distinct from the rest, and he remained a godly Jewish man who worshiped the one 

God, the Living God, the God of Israel only.  But the Lord anointed Daniel and empowered such 

godliness and character within him that he became chief over all the wise men, all of the Magi, in 

Babylon—a young Jewish man!  It is amazing.   
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But in the area of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar died and his reign passed on.  Soon the nation of 

Babylon was destroyed by the Persians.  Then the Persians were overtaken by the Greeks.  After 

that would come the Romans and it all went down just as Daniel interpreted.  And soon enough 

Daniel also went to be with the Lord 

 

However, with the changes that were happening all around, that tribe of wisemen remained in 

that region.  They continued to study the stars.  They continued to read the various prophecies 

and writings.  They continued with their keen interests in the religions of the world including the 

Jewish religion. 

 

They had all of the prophesies of the Hebrew people that were there in their midst during the 

captivity.  These men were studious and taking it in, and among the prophesies that they would 

have had access to, I think they would have understood the prophesy of Balaam in Numbers 

Chapter 24 and Verse 17:  Just listen: 

 
17

I see him, but not now; 

I behold him, but not near; 

a star shall come out of Jacob, 

and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; 

 

And surely these men went on wondering who this King of the Jews was; this one that was 

coming.  Then there was one generation of Magi in a particular point in history.  Like they 

always did, they looked to the heavens and they saw something new.   They saw something 

extraordinary.  They saw something the likes of which they had never seen before.  A star had 

appeared.  A star had risen and they knew that this star was a unique and different kind of 

luminous entity, and they knew something was happening. 

 

Brothers and sisters, God did a work in their hearts.  They were given knowledge from the Spirit 

of the Living God to put the pieces together.  They knew that the Great King of Israel had 

arrived, so they gathered their supplies and prepared their gifts.  They surrounded themselves 

with a calvary for protection to guard them and the gifts that they were bringing. 

 

And the Magi set out on their trip to Jerusalem to worship the King of kings who had been born, 

the One who would reign over a kingdom that will never end.  That is my understanding of the 

knowledge and the work of God in their lives, bringing them to the Holy Lamb where they came 

into the scene asking, Where is He?  Where is the one who has been born the King of the Jews? 

 

But when they arrived it was 100% anticlimactic.  Where is He, people?  It seems like they came 

in and they hit a few speed bumps along the way.  It took a little bit of effort for them to actually 

find the one that they would expected to have already been in the palace. 

 

So we have this story laid out before us as we have already  read.  This morning I want for us to 

enter in and to see what is here.  As we look at the first portion of what is in this account of the 

Magi and their approach to the Christ, we will see that there are people in this world who are 

responding to Jesus in different ways.  What we see here in this text is a mirror of what is going 

on even all around us today.   
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I want for us to move through this passage of Scripture, understanding that in what we read here 

we have glorious prophetic realities at work.  The plan of God was moving forward in it all.  

Let’s walk through this story a couple verses at a time and see what is here and try to enter into 

the experience of these Magi.   

 

Let’s pray that all the while the Spirit of Jesus would be among us and prompting within us 

boldness and faith and worship that is similar to these men who were exemplary in these things.  

With that, we are given insight with which to read.  Matthew Chapter 2 and Verse 1: 

 
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold… 

 

Behold!  Matthew was saying, Hey, folks, check this out.  Behold, wise men, underlying it is 

Magi. 

 
1
…behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,  

2
saying, “Where is he who 

has been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.” 

 

Reading this I was surprised in my study and in my reading of the commentaries that there are 

some, even among the ranks of evangelical Bible teachers and writers, who say, This is an 

awesome picture.  It was an amazing moment, but let’s not get carried away.  They most likely 

came to worship the King of the Jews in a way similar to how leaders of a subservient country 

would come and pay homage to the ruler of the dominating country, the conquering country.  

These Magi were giving rightful homage to Jesus as foreign dignitaries would often do.   

 

You will find that take written in some of the books about the Gospel of Matthew, and I am like, 

What?!? No!  As for me, I would beg to differ.  These Magi did not come in with a full New 

Testament theology of the Christ.  They did not have the studied understanding of the doctrine  

of the Trinity like we can have. 

 

The Magi did not know all of the ins and outs of the full deity of Christ, but they knew that this 

king that had been born by the prophesies they had access to and studied.  They at least knew 

that this King was everlasting in nature; that He was going to reign forever and ever; that He is 

the great rock that was going to overtake the earth.  They knew some things about Christ. 

 

I think it is just as they said, Where is the King?  We are here to worship Him.  We are here to 

prostrate ourselves before Him.  We are here to worship the King.  That is exactly what 

happened here.   

 

We must understand that what we have just read is both an epic and bold moment in biblical 

history.  It is epic and it is bold.  By epic, what I mean is that from the earliest times God was 

indicating His intention not just to save Israel, but, through Israel, to bring salvation to the ends 

of the earth.   
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So that even early in the book of Genesis, while the pieces of Adam’s fall into sin were still 

being picked up, we see God calling Abraham from Ur of the Chaldeans.  In Geneses Chapter 

12, it is prophesied in the Abrahamic Covenant that all the nations of the world would be blessed 

through Abraham’s offspring, that offspring ultimately being Christ Himself. 

 

When you look at Matthew’s overall purpose in writing this book presenting Christ, he is 

presenting Christ not only as the King of the Jews, but the King of the nations.  What we have 

here is the first installment of Gentile inclusion and worship in the Kingdom of the Messiah. 

 

This is just the first picture of lovely, wonderful Gentile worship, so that when we get to the end 

of the Gospel of Matthew you have the risen King now saying, Go, preach the gospel to the ends 

of the earth, baptizing all the nations of the earth in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you. 

 

It is like the Gospel of Matthew is bookended by the yearning of Gentile worship.  They are the 

first installment of it.  Guess who is the continuation of it?  I’m looking at them.  All of you!  

Unless there is somebody here who is Jewish in nature, but, praise God, through the Jews came 

salvation to all of us.  Not only Persians and Babylonians, but Californians too! 

 

This is just an epic moment in keeping with the heart of God for the world as revealed through 

the pages of Scripture.  It is an epic moment but, brothers and sisters, understand this is also such 

a bold moment.  These Magi were bold. 

 

They came into Israel into the capital of Jerusalem, asking, Where is He who has been born the 

King of the Jews?  With that language, they were talking about what Christ was then, and not 

talking about what He would be later.   The Magi arrived on the scene and they were not asking, 

Where is the one who is heir to the throne of Israel.  Rather, they came saying, Where is the one 

to which the throne of Israel belongs?  They did that in the jurisdiction and under the nose of 

Herod the Great himself.   

 

They would have known all about Herod the Great.  Herod the Great was the patriarch of the 

great Herodian Dynasty.  Like there were a series of men in history that were called Caesar, so 

there were a number of men called Herod. 

 

In the pages of the New Testament, four men were called Herod.  There was Herod the Great, 

and Herod Antipas.  We read about them in the Gospels.  Then there was Herod Agrippa 1 and 

Herod Agrippa II that are presented in the book of Acts. 

 

But this was Herod the Great.  In 40 BC, this man was appointed by Rome to rule over Judea on 

behalf of Caesar.  Herod the Great was not a Jewish man.  He did not have Semitic blood 

flowing through his veins.  He was Edomite from east of the Jordan. 

 

Herod the Great was an Edomite installed to rule over the Jews.  This man was no joke.  He was 

not the same, almost comic figure that we see later in the Gospels.  Jesus even referred to Herod 

Antipas, You go and tell that fox.  Herod Antipas was a slave to his own sensuality.  He was 

manipulated by Herodias and her daughter.  You know that story. 
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That was Herod Antipas, but this was Herod the Great.  He was a man addicted to power.  He 

was narcissistic and deeply suspicious of anyone who would aspire to take his place.  History 

tells us that over the years he killed many people, including his brother-in-law, his mother-in-

law, two of his sons, and a wife.  Emperor Augustus once said, You would be better off being 

Herod’s pig than his son.   

 

This man Herod the Great was preoccupied with expansion and possessions and fame.  He built 

palaces and theaters and stadiums for sporting events.  He created a winter palace called Masada, 

which was at once an impregnable fortress, complete with a sauna and an Olympic size 

swimming pool multiplied by two and covered with lavish gardens. 

 

This is the Herod who also renovated the Jerusalem Temple in such a lavish way that even the 

disciples of Jesus were ogling, if you remember from the Olivet Discourse.  This was Herod and 

he was fearsome, strong, powerful, and he was driven by the desire for control.  He was a man 

who was not wise as a serpent and gentle as a dove.  He was a man who was wise as serpent and 

as ruthless as a shark. 

 

With this reputation known all throughout the nations, here came the Magi coming in under the 

reign of Herod, asking, Where is the one born King of the Jews.  Let me tell about these Magi.  

They had some moxy.  They had some boldness.  They had some strength to them because they 

were viewing Herod through the lens of Daniel’s vision. 

 

The Magi were looking at this situation, knowing that Herod’s reign in the end, like the emperors 

reign, was going to be broken to pieces and ground to dust by the Everlasting Rock, the King of 

kings, who was now born, who they wanted to come and worship Him. 

 

So there was boldness here.  I pray that as we see their boldness and are carried by the same 

spirit, we too would be those who are like it says in the Proverbs, The wicked flee when no one 

pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion—those who are made righteous by the gift of God 

and who are walking in His grace and power. 

 

We continue.  Here the Magi came looking all throughout Jerusalem for the King.  The word got 

back to Herod.  Then in Verses 3 and 4, we see what happened next: 

 
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 

4
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Christ was to be born 

 

This says that Herod was troubled.  That could be rendered that Herod was violently shaken.  

The nuance of the word troubled has to do with commotion and clamor.  Herod was shaken by 

this and that is how significant these Magi were.   
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The Magi came in as men of means and with an entourage.  They were not the bumbling trio of 

goofballs that we see in some renditions of the Christmas story on the big screen.  The Magi 

came in with serious business.  You might even say that Herod had a seismic response to it.  

Herod was shaken by it. 

 

When Herod was shaking, the whole city vibrated.  They were wondering what kind of violent 

reaction Herod might have in response to this.  I think that Herod himself probably knew 

something like this was going to rise up sooner or later. 

 

Again, Herod was an Edomite, not a Jew, not descended from Jacob, but from Esau.  Herod was 

not in the line of David.  He knew that there was a prophesied Messiah.  While there were a 

number of messianic claimants, none of them came with forces like this, coming and searching 

Him out. 

 

So this had Herod’s attention.  As a result, he gathered all of the chief priests and the scribes.  

Understand, I don’t think this was meant to be a display of the ignorance of King Herod.  This a 

man who had great energy for expansion and he was an administrative genius. 

 

So I think call the chief priests and scribes were a display of Herod’s being meticulous and 

thorough.  He was going to get the exact information from the highest authorities in the land.  So, 

he gathered these men in and asked them where the Messiah was. 

 

Herod was the one who introduced the language of Christ in the text, asking, Where is He born?  

Where is He to come from?  Then in Verses 5 and 6: 

 
5
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 
6
 ‘“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 

They identified the birthplace of the Messiah.  What the chief priests and scribes gave was a 

partial quote of Micha 5:2.  They gave a little bit of a paraphrase of the verses that we read this 

morning, and it was a partial quote of Micha 5:2.   

 

What is interesting to me is they did not give the full knowledge of that verse to Herod at that 

point.  There was a little bit that they left out.  There is another line that comes at the end of 

Micah 5:2, where it says, From you shall come one who will be ruler.  Later in the text, it talks 

about Him being the shepherd of His people. 

 

Then Micha 5:2 says, His coming forth is from old, from ancient of days.  So there in that 

prophecy of the coming of the Messiah, the Anointed King, there is amazing and mysterious 

language about origins that go beyond time. 
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The language of Micha 5:2 in its completion, as it speaks of the coming forth of the Messiah, it 

uses language that goes from old to older.  The ESV attempts to capture it in this language of 

ancient times; far distant times in history.  The Hebrew can actually be rendered His origins are 

from days of immeasurable time.  The New American Standard has it, His going forth are from 

long ago, from the days of eternity.   

 

So the prophecy in its full picture presents one who is eternal in nature, who did not emerge from 

history, but who entered from the outside into history as an eternal figure.  I can’t read too much 

into this, but I wonder why the chief priests and scribes didn’t complete the verse. 

 

Maybe in their knowledge of Herod and his ways, they thought that would be a little bit more 

than Herod could handle at that point in time.  For whatever reason, they did not give him the 

full picture in the same way that the Magi were willing to shoot straight, Where is the one who is 

the King? 

 

This is an amazing picture and a reminder of the glory and the mystery of Christmas.  Brothers 

and sisters, in Jesus and the One who is named Yahweh Saves, we have an Eternal One who 

comes into this world through the womb of a virgin. 

 

He is an eternal and infinite One who came into the world to dwell amongst us, that He might be 

a faithful and sympathetic High Priest and ultimately that He might be the All Sufficient Lamb of 

God to take our sins away by the shedding of His glorious and wonderful blood. 

 

So we have this prophecy that is being fulfilled of the coming of the One who is infinite.  We 

continue and now see how Herod finally responded to the information that he was given here.  It 

says in Verses 7 and 8: 

 
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared.  
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 

may come and worship him.” 

 

Once again, we have the language of worship found here in the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 2, 

and we are going to see it another time next week when we pick up the story.  Next week we are 

going to see one of the loveliest pictures of worship found in the pages of Scripture.   

 

However, now we have Herod the Great, the man who was wise as a serpent and as ruthless as a 

shark, saying, Come and tell me where he is for I too want to worship him.  It is like he was 

sending his RSVP to Ms. Sibley—I want to come and be a part of the worship service during this 

quarantine. 

 

Do you believe Herod?  That is called a crock!  It was not the truth.  Herod had no intention of 

going and worshiping the King.  He wanted the exact information so that he could take this child 

out and end his life.  That is what Herod was doing here. 
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Brothers and sisters, what we see is that Herod was part of a saga that had been unfolding since 

the earliest pages of the Bible.  It was satanic.  Satan was at work in this.  In Genesis Chapter 3, 

Satan was at work through a serpent to deceive Adam and Eve and lead them into sin. 

 

Satan is at work through Herod, seeking to destroy the only one who can save from sin.  Did you 

know there is Christmas in the book of Revelation?  If you go to Revelation Chapter 12, you see 

that it speaks of a women who is giving birth.  It is a picture of Israel and Mary.  There you have 

the dragon that is seeking to devour the child that is to be born, the very Savior.   

 

This is Satanic.  The enemy is at work seeking to undo the glorious and gracious plans of God.  

Understand, dress yourself up in the full armor of God daily.  Be mindful of what God has 

equipped you with as recorded in Ephesians Chapter 6 and Verses 10 through 20, because Satan 

is at work in this world today. 

 

Satan is seeking to move among the people of the world, deflecting them from the knowledge of 

the only One who can save from sin.  Jesus said that Satan is the god of this world.  That means 

that Satan is at work in the midst of the structures of society—the educational structures, the 

political structures, the entertainment structures.   

 

Satan is the god of this world, seeking to make a mockery of the story of the King of kings, the 

Rock of Salvation; the One whose Kingdom will expand like a giant mountain to cover this 

earth.  And we are the ones who have been released into this warfare as the people of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

It is His calling upon our lives to be filled with salt and light.  We are filled with Gospel truth to 

do good warfare for the souls of men and women, pointing them to the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords, the One who has shed His blood. 

 

Understand that life in this world is no joke, brothers and sisters.  There are evil forces at work 

and God releases us into them with the power of His Spirit to be those who represent the glorious 

Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This One who was born at Christmas time shed His blood to cleanse 

sinners like us and to adorn us in His righteousness that we can be a part of a kingdom of 

holiness and be part of this reign that is going to last forever and ever. 

 

As we move in for a landing, understand that weaved throughout the story of the Magi here in 

Matthew Chapter 2, we see these pictures reminding us of the fact that people are responding to 

Christ in different ways in this world that we live in. 

 

Here in this text, we see three responses to Jesus in particular.  We need to be aware of these 

things as those who are ambassadors for Christ, understanding how people in the world will 

respond. 

 

In addition to that, as we see these three portraits of how people respond to Jesus, we also must 

see ourselves in the text because even in the negative responses, these are things we are capable 

of, even those who are forgiven of sin and even set free the bondage of sin. 
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I don’t know if any of you have noticed, but the residue of sin still seems to remain in me, so we 

have the battle of sanctification pursuing by God’s grace a life of worship.  We can respond in 

these negative ways.  So we are humble, seeking daily grace from the Lord to live lives of 

worship.   

 

But what are the three responses that we see here?  First we see: 

 

1. The hostility of Herod 

 

Yes, there are people in the world who respond to Christ with hostility.   

 

At this point in what we have read so far, this malice was being covered over.  Later in this story, 

Herod shared his true colors as he flew into a rage after the Magi slipped away, and he killed all 

boys under two-years of age in the village of Bethlehem in an attempt to destroy Jesus.  We are 

going to see something about Herod; that ruthless character that we have been describing, as his 

hostility is going to be released.  

 

Likewise, today there are brothers and sisters shedding their blood , being killed for their faith in 

Christ on this very day.  And we must be mindful of our brothers and sisters in Christ, the global 

persecuted church, praying for the people of God that they will stand strong, even when it means 

losing their physical lives. 

 

We too as the clouds gather over these United States of America in hostility toward the pure 

biblical Christian faith increases, we who say, Lord, still our spines with Your grace that we 

might stand firm even under persecution, not only in the stripping of comforts but even in the 

loss of physical life which will be a graduation into eternal life. 

 

I know that there are those among us even right here who know what it is to be mocked and 

scorned by family members, by co-workers, by other students.  We pray that in the midst of the 

hostilities of this world, we will shine with the grace of and the love and the truth of Jesus Christ 

all the more.  This  must His work in us.   

 

However, as we think about what is possible out there among the people we know who are 

hostile, we must be humble people, understanding that such anger is still something that we are 

very much capable of. 

 

Listen to what James, the half-brother of Jesus wrote to the church.  He was speaking to 

Christian people.  Let’s get close to home here.  Just listen.  James Chapter 4 and Verses 1 and 2: 

 
1
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?   

 

Among whom?  The church gatherings!  Have you ever heard it?  People within churches fight 

with each other?  No!  We know better, and Scripture knows better. 
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1
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?  Is it not this, that your 

passions are at war within you?  
2
You desire and do not have, so you murder.  You 

covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.   

 

Someone might say that they have not actually murdered anybody in the body of Christ.  James 

might reply, Haven’t you heard the teaching of my big half-brother in the Sermon on the Mount, 

that if you hate somebody that is the same substance of what murder is? 

 

So is there anybody that you are holding on to resentment and animosity toward?  We must 

humble ourselves before the Lord and say, Lord, I need Your grace and I need to confess this sin,  

I need for You to bring renewal to my life, that my insides might be pure and holy and full of 

grace and love. 

 

We need a Savior all throughout this life to help us in the battle of sin.  So if you are dealing with 

anger and want to wring somebody’s neck, telling them off in your mind and creating episodes 

about how angry you are, understand that is impure and Jesus is the answer.  We draw close to 

Him, saying, Lord, that is not what You have for me.  Make me a pure fount of grace and love.  

Go to Jesus and abide in Him. 

 

There is the of hostility, but we also see another response.  There is: 

 

2. The Indifference of the priests and scribes. 

 

The earliest trace of indifference is in this text, where the Magi came asking where He was.  

Jesus was maybe a year old at that point.  The shepherds came telling stories of angels appearing.  

All this happened and the Magi came in like, Hello, where is He? 

 

The grammar of the text indicates that it was something repeated.  The Magi went around asking, 

Where is the one who has been born the King of the Jews?  Then they finally caused a ruckus 

and Herod caught on. 

 

Then Herod pulled in all of his religious authorities and they quoted Micah 5:6 and from there, 

there was silence from them.  We don’t hear about them until later in the story of Christ.  It is 

uncanny and strange.  The priests and scribes came in and gave this information, then that was 

that.   

 

A response of apathy can creep into our lives as well.  Just cool indifference to the things of the 

Lord, things that we may have grown so familiar with through the years.  We need to be careful 

about not being lukewarm. 

 

In Revelation Chapter 3 and Verses 15 and 16, Jesus said: 

 
15

I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot.  Would that you were either cold 

or hot!  
16

So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out 

of my mouth. 
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That is what Jesus said to the Laodicean Christians.  Where was the zeal?  Then later in the 

chapter we find that the remedy to that languishing apathy that can creep in churches and in 

Christians lives is relational. 

 

Jesus is pictured as outside the church asking to be let in.  Speaking to Christians, Jesus said, 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  Whoever hears My voice and opens the door I will eat 

with him and him with me.  It is that intimate fellowship with Christ, abiding in Him through 

Scripture and prayer, that starts to cause zeal to be stirred in us again.   

 

Let me ask you this very simple question and you think about this honestly before the Lord: Are 

you spending time with Jesus?  I’m not necessarily talking about being busy about serving Jesus, 

which is vitally important and is the outflow.  Jesus says, I am standing at the door knocking.  

Are you abiding in Me?  Are you dwelling consciously in My presence?  Is My Word living in 

you?  Are you calling on Me? 

 

This is the basics.  This is what causes the heart to beat with fervency toward the Lord.  It is 

being with Christ.  Finally, in contrast to all of this, we see: 

 

3. The zeal of the Magi 

 

They were zealous, active, inquisitive.  They were living and active, I think the work of the Holy 

Spirit was upon them.  With the Magi we see a beautiful picture of fervency in the faith.   

 

Brothers and sisters, you will encounter Christ all week long.  First of all, you need to dwell in 

His presence, spending time with Him and worshiping Him.  But you are going to encounter 

Christ in the form of a homeless person in need of support and a gift package. 

 

You are going encounter Christ in the faces of anguished women who have been suffering and 

who are in need of shelter and some kindness in the midst of the shelter that they are taking.  

You may find an encounter with Christ in the form of children who need safe places, safe 

families to spend time with because things are so difficult in their homes. 

 

You may encounter Christ in the form of a person who is an interruption in your week.  You did 

not plan time for them, but they are in need and you can’t be like, No, you are not in my 

schedule!  And having this fervency of a relationship with Christ serves such people because it 

was Jesus who said, Whatever you have done for the least of these, you have done unto Me. 

 

We want to have living, fervent faith just like these Magi who were so exemplary.  Not only can 

there be white-hot hostility that is within us, but there can be cool apathy as well.  That is another 

indication of our fallenness and we need to go the Jesus with these things, saying, Raise me up.  

Stir me up, and let my faith live and bear fruit. 

 

Let us close in prayer, calling upon Him that He would set us loose in lives of true and genuine 

worship.   

 


